
Say Yes… Trusting God for a new way forward 
Discernment over Deception. Joshua 9:1-27  
 
PREPARE 
 
Read these words of Jesus: 
 
If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free. – John 8:31 
 
• Ask Jesus to lead you into all truth as you study the Word of God and reflect on your own soul 
 
REFLECT 
In your core group, briefly discuss one of these three questions. Break into triads if necessary. 
 
1. How have you experienced the blessing of God in these past few weeks?  
 
2. What burdens, worries, or anxieties have you been carrying and would appreciate prayer for? 
 
3. What’s a next step looking forward that you are excited about, fearful about, or uncertain about and 
want to step out in faith and need prayer support for? 
 
 
STUDY 
Read Joshua 9:1-21 
 
• Why did the Gibeonites resort to a ruse? 
 
• Why did Joshua and the Israelites fall for it? 
 
• What is the final outcome for Israel and Gibeon?  
 
 
Read Genesis 3:1-13 
 
• Describe the serpent’s deception of Adam and Eve. 
 
 
Use the following Scriptures to better understand Satan’s tactics to deceive: 
 
• John 8:42-47 
• 2 Cor 11:3-4,13-15 
• Matthew 4:1-11 
 
 
What do the following scriptures teach us about discernment and deception?  
 



• Galatians 6:7-10 
 
• Romans 12:1-2 
 
• James 1:5; 3:17-18 
 
 
Think of an area of your life where you need discernment… maybe it’s a decision you need to make, or 
an area of brokenness you are dealing with, or a relationship which is in need of mending.  
 
Pray the following prayer: 
 
A Prayer of Abandonment 
 
Father, 
I abandon myself into your hands; 
do with me what you will. 
Whatever you may do, I thank you; 
I am ready for all, I accept all. 
 
Let only your will be done in me, 
and in all your creatures— 
I wish no more than this, O Lord. 
Into your hands I commend my soul: 
I offer it to you with all the love of my heart, 
for I love you, Lord, and so need 
to give myself, to surrender myself into your hands 
without reserve and with boundless confidence, 
for you are my Father.  Amen. 
– Charles de Foucauld 
 
• Sit in silence and ask the Lord to speak into your situation with his truth 
 
 
RESPONSE  
 
• What are the “deceptive voices” from within and without that I listen to? 
 
• How can I order my life so that I am able to “inquire of the Lord” when faced with decisions or 

responding to others around me? 
 
• How can I engage with the truth of Scripture and the counsel of the Holy Spirit so that I will not fall 

to deception?  
 
 
Close in Prayer: List prayer requests here. 
 


