
Gospel Living in Difficult Times 
Philippians 2:1-4 
 
PREPARE 
Quiet your thoughts and welcome the presence of the Holy Spirit in your midst.  
Begin with prayer. What do you most want to receive from the Lord this day? Perhaps it’s the warmth of 
His loving presence; or you are waiting to hear specific guidance or direction. Take a few moments to 
release the anxieties and worries you have and receive His good, pleasing, and perfect plan for you 
today. This time of prayer will be different for everyone. 
 
Read/Pray/Memorize these words of Jesus from John 17:20-21 
 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be 
in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 
 
REFLECT 
In your core group, briefly discuss one of these three questions. Break into triads if necessary. 
 
1. How have you experienced the blessing of God in these past few weeks?  
 
2. What burdens, worries, or anxieties have you been carrying and would appreciate prayer for? 
 
3. What’s a next step looking forward that you are excited about, fearful about, or uncertain about and 
want to step out in faith and need prayer support for? 
 
 
STUDY 
 
Read Philippians 2:1 
 
Describe how these four spiritual truths affect the way we relate to one another: 
 

• Encouragement from being united with Christ: 
 

• Comfort from his love: 
 

• Fellowship with the Spirit 
 

• Tenderness and compassion 
 
 

• How can an individual experience these truths in a deeper more transformative way? 
 

 
 
 



Read Philippians 2:2 
 

• Why do you think Paul finds so much joy when the church is unified? 
 

• Describe practically what a church would look like that is like-minded, has the same love, and was 

one in spirit and of one mind…  

 

Read Philippians 2:3-4 
 

• Describe what “selfish ambition” and “vain conceit” look like in our culture. What do they look like 

in church culture? 

 

• Define “Humility”. Describe someone you consider to be humble: 

 

• Describe a situation where someone looked to the interests of others and not just themselves: 
 
 
 
Read James 3:13-18 
 

• Contrast the two different types of wisdom: 
 
 
RESPONSE 
 

1. What will help you this week to experience a stronger union with Christ and deeper fellowship with 
the Spirit? 

 
2. How can you help Baseline to be one in spirit and mind? 
 
 
3. Ask the Lord to give you an opportunity where you can value someone else more than yourself. 

What makes it difficult to look out for the interests of others? 
 
4. Pray for God to give you wisdom that is from above.  
 
Remember your assignments!  

• Read the whole Book of Philippians this week 

• Reach out to someone at Baseline and offer to pray for them. 

• Memorize Paul’s prayer in Philippians 1:9-11 
 
Close in Prayer: List prayer requests here. 


