
Say Yes… Trusting God for a new way forward 
Renewing the Covenant… Knowing our God of Second Chances – Joshua 8:1-35 
 
PREPARE 
 
Read Ezekiel 36:24-28 
24 “ ‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into 
your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 
impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move 
you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 You will live in the land I gave your 
forefathers; you will be my people, and I will be your God. 
 
• Ask the Lord to give you a “heart of flesh” – one that is responsive to the Spirit of God and well 

prepared to welcome the “seed” of His Word.  
 
 
REFLECT 
In your core group, briefly discuss one of these three questions. Break into triads if necessary. 
 
1. How have you experienced the blessing of God in these past few weeks?  
 
2. What burdens, worries, or anxieties have you been carrying and would appreciate prayer for? 
 
3. What’s a next step looking forward that you are excited about, fearful about, or uncertain about and 
want to step out in faith and need prayer support for? 
 
 
STUDY 
Read Joshua 8:1-2 
The Lord gives Joshua a “second chance” and a new plan in the battle with Ai 
 
• In what ways might Joshua have been “afraid” or “discouraged”? 
 
• How does God show Joshua grace and mercy at this critical point in his life?  
 
 
Read Joshua 8:3-29 
The plan and implementing it against Ai  
 
• Compare the battle for Jericho with the battle for Ai. What is similar? What is different?  
 
• What are the people of Israel learning about their relationship with God as they continue to journey 

with Him in the Promised Land? 
 
 
 



Read Joshua 8:30-35 
Joshua renews the covenant at Mount Ebal as he was instructed by Moses  
 
• Reference Deuteronomy 27-28 to see how Moses instructs the people to set up the altars at 

Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. Here the Levites recite the curses and blessings of God. 
 
• Some commentators see this as the pivotal moment in the Book of Joshua. Why is this moment so 

important for Israel and their continued conquest of the Promised Land? 
 
• The “burnt offerings” and “fellowship offerings” are expressions of worship. What role does worship 

play in the life of God’s people? 
 
• What role might the stones on which Joshua copied the law of Moses have played in the life of Israel 

at this time? How might seeing and hearing the “Blessings” and “Curses” affect them? 
 
 
Read Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
• Use phrases from this section to describe the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
• How does experiencing God’s grace prepare us to be His “workmanship” in the world able to do 

good works? 
 
 
RESPONSE  
 
• Where in your life do you need the “God of Second Chances” to help you experience grace? 
 
• How might you grow a good practice of worship beyond just singing songs at church on Sundays? 
 
• What “workmanship” is God doing in your life to prepare you for good works in His Kingdom? 
 
 
Close in Prayer: List prayer requests here. 
 


