
Lean Back… It will be ok 
Jesus Prays for those who will believe. John 17:18-26 
 
PREPARE 
 
Read Matthew 9:36-38 
36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 
 
REFLECT 
In your core group, briefly share your response to one of these questions.  
 
1. When you read that Jesus had compassion on the crowd how does that make you feel?  
 
2. When you look at the “crowd” today (Those who do not know Jesus) what words or thoughts come to 
mind? 
 
3. Do you think the harvest field today is plentiful? What or where is that harvest field? How consistently 
do you pray for those who don’t know Jesus? Or for the Lord to send out workers?  

 
 

STUDY 
Read John 17:18-26 
 
Jesus continues his “high priestly prayer”. He states that as the Father sent him into the world, he is 
sending his disciples into the world. He prays for those who will believe through the message of the 
disciples… he prays for those who are not yet followers of Christ. The disciples’ message is the gospel.  
 
Jesus prays: “18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” On Sunday Donn said 
that Jesus was sent into the world with humility, compassion, servanthood, and generosity.  
 
• Would you agree with these? Are there any other attributes you would add?  
• What does it look like for us to be sent into the world as Jesus was sent? 
 
Jesus prays for those who will believe through the disciples’ message.  
 
• How do you pray for those who are not yet followers of Jesus?  
 
• Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 where Paul describes the “gospel”. How would you explain the gospel to 

a friend today? 
 
Jesus prays for believers to be “one… so that they may be brought to complete unity”  
 
• Why is unity so important in the church?  
• How does this “oneness” act as a witness to the world which doesn’t know Jesus? 
 



There also is a sense that Jesus’ prayer for believers to be “one” has to do with their own wholeness and 
integrity. The word “one” was cross-referenced with the following passages: 
 
Psalm 86:11 
11 Teach me your way, Lord, 
    that I may rely on your faithfulness; 
give me an undivided heart, 
    that I may fear your name. 
 
Jeremiah 32:38-41 
38 They will be my people, and I will be their God. 39 I will give them singleness of heart and action, so 
that they will always fear me and that all will then go well for them and for their children after them. 40 I 
will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I will 
inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me. 41 I will rejoice in doing them 
good and will assuredly plant them in this land with all my heart and soul. 
 
• What do you think it means for us to have an “undivided heart” or “singleness of heart and action”? 
 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Knowing that Jesus prayed for us before we ever knew him is an amazing thought. We also can trace our 
life in Christ back to the original disciples who took Jesus’ prayer to share the message of the gospel to 
heart and risked everything so that the Kingdom of God could expand.  
 
• Take a moment to think of those who shared the gospel with you and helped you come to faith. 

Write a letter or email to them thanking them for the investment they made in your life. 
 
• Which friends and family are you praying for who don’t know Jesus at this time? Ask the Lord to 

show you the next step you are to take in helping them experience the goodness of God in their life.  
 
• Take some time to write out how you would explain the gospel to a friend or co-worker. Think 

through how your everyday life has been affected by Jesus and how you can best share with them 
the reality of what a life with Christ looks like. 

 
 
 
Close in Prayer. List prayer requests here. 


