
Gospel Living in Difficult Times 
Philippians 1:1-11 
 
PREPARE 
Quiet your thoughts and welcome the presence of the Holy Spirit in your midst.  
Begin with prayer. What do you most want to receive from the Lord this day? Perhaps it’s the warmth of 
His loving presence; or you are waiting to hear specific guidance or direction. Take a few moments to 
release the anxieties and worries you have and receive His good, pleasing, and perfect plan for you 
today. This time of prayer will be different for everyone. 
 
Read/Pray/Memorize Psalm 46:1-3,7 
 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 
    an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam 
    and the mountains quake with their surging. 
 

7 The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
REFLECT 
In your core group, briefly discuss one of these three questions. Break into triads if necessary. 
 
1. How have you experienced the blessing of God in these past few weeks?  
 
2. What burdens, worries, or anxieties have you been carrying and would appreciate prayer for? 
 
3. What’s a next step looking forward that you are excited about, fearful about, or uncertain about and 
want to step out in faith and need prayer support for? 
 
 
STUDY 
 
Read Philippians 1:1-11 
 
Verses 1-2 
 

• Where do you need to experience the grace and peace of God in your life? 
 
Verses 3-8 
 

• Describe Paul’s relationship with the Philippians: 
 

• When have you experienced this type of “partnership/fellowship/koinonia” in your Christian life? 
 



• What are some of the obstacles in our culture which make it difficult to experience this type of 
connection? 

 

Verse 6: “… being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
 

• How does this verse encourage/challenge you personally? In what ways do you sense God is at work 
in your life? 

 

• What does it say to Baseline Church as a whole?  
 

Verses 9-11 
 

This is such a powerful and simple prayer.  
 

• How does love grow in knowledge and depth of insight?  
 

• How does love help us make good decisions?  
 

• What “fruit of righteousness” is God growing in your life these days? 
 

 
 
RESPONSE 
 

1. How would you scale (from 1-10) the depth of your relationships at Baseline? What is one action 
you could take which would increase that number? 

 
 
2. When in your life have you experienced the greatest season of spiritual growth? What caused that 

growth to happen? 
 
 
3. How are you experiencing the presence of Jesus in your life these days? 
 
 
Remember your assignments!  
 

• Read the whole Book of Philippians this week 

• Contact one person from church just to check in and see how they’re doing 

• Begin to memorize Paul’s prayer in Philippians 1:9-11 
 
 
Close in Prayer: List prayer requests here. 


